Eustachian tube function after translabyrinthine vestibular schwannoma surgery.
The objective of this study was to evaluate the short-term and long-term effect of the obliteration of the middle ear and the Eustachian tube on its function and on middle ear anatomy. Forty-two patients who underwent a translabyrinthine removal of a vestibular schwannoma were randomly selected from the 329 patients operated on in the last 5 years. According to the length of follow-up they were divided in two groups. The Eustachian tube was found to open in 40% of cases 8 months (group mean) after the operation and at 4 years in 70% of cases (group mean) after the operation. The mechanisms leading to the opening of the tube are discussed. In addition the absence of long-term middle ear disorders in those with a permanently closed Eustachian tube showed that the presence of atrophied connective tissue and scar tissue in the middle ear prevented the retraction of the tympanic membrane. Obliteration of the Eustachian tube and middle ear is an easy and rapid procedure, which is temporary in most cases and does not increase the risk of long-term middle ear disease.